Copias ofmint ces sent to all parties present at meeting held April 13, 1970.
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BLUE MOUNTATN DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM MELRTING
SAN JUAN COUNTY COURTHOUSE, MONTICILLO, UTAH
MONDAY -« APRIL 13, 1970 - 3:00 P.!.

Water Users and Others in Attendance:
AT REPRESENTING

SRSy A

Hubert C., Laubert Utah State Ingineer

Donald C, Norseth Distribution k., Division of Water it ;hts

Kenward i, Heilinney Area ingineer, Division oi later Rightyu
arond Gardner Agsist, Area 1ng. Divieion of Water Righta

Don R. Barton President, Verdure Irrigatiorn Company

F. Bennion itedd Carlisle Ranch

C. AlTred I'rost Carlisle fancn

I'van Pehrson President, Pioneer Irrigation Company

James i1, Scorup Pete Bailey Ranch

K. S. Barton Vercdure Rench (i3arton K-1)

Wilford ¥rost lonticello, Utah

Kerl 5. BParton Monticello, Utah (Verdure)

Clyde M, Barton lonticello, Utan (Verdure)

lons L. Sxith Monticello, Utahr (Verdure)

Richard Larson Smith ' Monticello, Utah

lyman D, llielson ired Keller Hanch

Devers Hualls lionticello (Blue ifountain Irrigatiom Co.)

Hax Dalton Monticello, Utah

Francis Barton Verdu: e

Merrill Stevens Verdure

L. P, Bailey Secretary, DBlue llountain Irrization Co.

Don Rodgers water lLlaster

The meeting was opened by !Mr., Hubert C. Lambert, Utah State Ingineer, at 2:5%
P.  Mr, Lambert mode o few introductory remarks about distribution systems in the
State of Utah. He indicated the nmuber of distribution systems wnich the State ingd-
neer was supervising now in compzrison with the nuzber that were supervisecd 25 or more
years ago. Ha read the letter which was written by Fre I'e Bennion Hedd which wasz re-
sponsidle for the calling of +this meeting, Mr. Lambert indicated that thore were
several entities under which distibution gystems were operated bosides the State
Engineer's Office. Some were operated by individuals, some by the various district
courts, snd some by irrigation conpanies, etc. He gave a short history of tne Vizzin
Piver System. Mr, Lambert also talked about the Stzte Imgincer's policy on distribu-
tion cystems and alse a2bout the statutery provisions which govern distribution system
operatiors, lir. Lambert then turmed 4he meeting over to Donsld C, Norseth, Distribu-
tion ngineer for the Division of Water Rishts, who would explain the organization ard
operation of the distribution zystem.

Mre. Yorceth indicated that the first requirement is that a distribution system
be finecncially self-pustaining, Distrilbution systems operate under the 2ssessment
gystem, These assessments may be arrived at by seversal different nethods. Assessments
may be arrived at on the basis of acres of land irrigated, of the number of acre-fect
of water cdelivered, etc, In order to make the assessment on the basis of acre-feet of
water delivered there zhould be a reecord of previous celiveries, Generally when a svs-
tem i3 storted, the szacssoont is boacd upen the aereage irrigated while a record of
aere~f{eet deliveries is seine e¢ mutmlated, Tn the acre-fool based escesement currcnt
assessments are ba2sed on the previcus years deliveries, If irricated acrease is tha
basls of the zasessment then the asceasment is based upon the number of acres irrigae
ted. In both cazes the totad assessment 18 met by the proraty contributions of esch
member of the distribuiion system,




Each system is operated by a Commissioner who is apoointed by the State Engineer
and vho is peid by the State Hazincer from distribution system funds held in trust foX's
the State "ngineer, The Commissioner is selected by the State Ingineer from peracnnel
recommnended to nim by the distribution system, <The duties of the Coxnissisner were
outlined. It was indiecated that the Commissioner would be responsible for the opci-
ation of the system. The Cormissioner would make periodic readings of measuring de-
vices and would make periodie adjustuents ©o necadgates as required, At the end of
the year the Comnisgsioney prevares his report and submits it to +the St te angineer,
Mr, Norseth indicated that headgates and neasuring devices would be reqguired. ir.
Norseth then cutlined the budget procedure., e indicated 4hat the main item of the
budget was the salary of the Commissioner. lir. Norseth indicated taat ‘there were a
nunber of ways in which the Commissioner couid be compensated. One of theese methods
was by contract, another was by salary, ete. iir. liorseth then outlined a typical
budget.

Commissioner's Salary

Matching Social Security Tax 4%70f Salary
Matching State Retirement 4X€ of Salary
Coumisgioner's Travel Lxpense (Generally 10¢ per mile)
Bonds and Insuvrance Premium 525,00

Annual Report Expense
Misecellaneous Expense
Telephone Expense

It was indicated that the water assessment must be raid or there will be no
water delivered, It was also indicatad that Imeasuring devices will have to be in-
stelled at each diversion so that the water can be accurately measured. It was in-
dicated that the length of time allowed for installation of the measuring devices
was a somewhat flexible iten. ¥ was indicated that it was dependent upon the con-
diticns that existed at each individual aystem,

It was indicated that the dutics of the Comaissioner would be spacified. That
policics and procedures in case of Gifficulties vould be set dowm by ths State Ynzinecer.
A priority schadule would be prepared for the Conmissioner. This criority sehedule would
indicate the priority of the various rizhts on the system. The financial statemants dlso
would be made by the State Sngincer. All noney collected from assessments would be held
in trust by the State mzincer in the name of the distribution system., The annual woter
users meeting procedure was then outlined to those in attendance., IIr. Lambert then exe
plained the system regarding +he working with decrees and appeals, ete., !r. Zannion
Redd made a few remarks regarding previous problems, etc., which had been e erenced

in the area to be covered by the Blue Mountain Distribution Systeins Measuring devices
again came ‘nto disgcussion,

erating a system was then discuased. It
st of operating the systen would depend
{epand upon how much the weter users wane
by the State Engineer that regular trips
°n by the Coanisaioner, This should be
°Tles could be bullt up over a period of

Some of the Verdure Creaek water users in attendance indicated that they took their
turn with whatever water there was. ‘They bhad = rotation type system. Mr. Karl Barton
indicated that a measuring device should be required on Verdure Creek.,




Mr. Lambert then indicated that a Comnitize of watexr users should be eppointed
to investigete what was wanted by the water ucers insofar as the oreration of the Blue
Mountain Distribution System was concerned. ¥r. Don Nodgers was indicated to be in-
terested in the Commissionerfs job hbut he could not be precent at this meeting,

A question was then asked from the floor about whather or not the services of
the State Mngineer were predicated upon the adoption of & budget and assessuents, ete,
Mr, Lambert indicated that the services of the State ingineer were not predicated upen
the adoption of the budgets, assessments, etc.,, and the formation of a distribution
system. However, iir, Lazbert did indicate that because of the work load carried Ly
the area offices and personnel of the Division of Vater Rights that the organized
distribution systems as supervised by the State Ingineer had first call uron the
time of personnel of the Division of water Righitse. iIre Lambert then indicated that
perhaps the best thing to do was not to rush into the formation of a distribution
system organization but to have a committee appointed and cet up plans for the im~

plementation of the system next year,

Mr. Don Rodgers came in at 3:45 P.M. Several questions were directed to Nr.
Rodgers about the milezge that he traveled and the number of measuring devices and
headgates on the aystem, Mr. Rodgers indiecated that his rmlleaze was probobly on
the order of 50 miles. The number of diversions and headzates were then discussed.
with IMr, Rodgers. Iir. Rodgers indicated that on South Cresek there was one at the
head and one at the lower end, Onm North Creek he indicated there wzs cne at the
head and tuwo splitting headzates below this, 3pring Creek it vas measured into
Green Ranch and there were two other divergions that could b2 measured. “There was

ng Creek. A discussion was then had about the avail-
covwedy ete. Tt was indicated that at one time there
on the deeree but thers were no covies of thic map
: oL tae Verdure Creek section which was in the Tossession
1o copy of the map by ¥r. Barton has been copied by the Southe-

one device below this on Spri
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avllilivy of survevs and creage

had bheen

Mr., P. Bennion Redd moved thst Mr. Rodgers be apvointed Commissioner, I, Jim
Scorup seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, Financial asrransenents
would be worked outside of the State ¥ngineer's organization, It was pointed ouh that
the Commissionor would have to be bended if he was to be arnmointed by the State Ingineer.
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Last year the system was effectively operated in May, June end some in July. It was
indicated “hat the period during which the Commissioner's services would be required
would probudly be on the order of 1C weeks. A question was then raised about who will
see that . Rodgers is compensated and who would be responsible for the 525,00 fee
for bond premiums which the State Englneer was required by law to collect. The pay
schedule was discussed and it was indicated that this would be taken care of by the
Comoittee. IMr. Rodgers will begin his duties when the wnter sterts to flow and will
centinue until the low ceases. The cormittee will take eare of the compensation of
Mr. Rodgers. Mre. Deneese MNielson paid the (25.C0 bond premiuwn to the State Fnsineer
and an informal election was then held and Ifax Dalton wss desirnated to be Chairman
of the Committee and Don DBarton was designated to be Secretary., The meeting was then
ad journed., :
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